*Downtown Writers’ Workshop - Summer Session 2011:

- 6 Sessions: Each meeting runs for 2 hours plus 30 minute break for refreshments. 
- Dates:  June 20; June 27; July 11; July 18; July 25, August 1. (subject to change)
- Time:  1:00 PM
- Fee:  $200 for this 6-week session

Place:  Home/Studio of yours truly.  However, for the past 3 years we’ve enjoyed rotating locations in the downtown Wilmington area.  Each writer will have a chance (option) to host a workshop or suggest a pleasing, casual local venue.  I will bring the strawberries!  We usually wind up having a modest summer fiesta each week.
Heart, mind and engine of the Downtown Writers’ Workshop: You will take the time to revisit and revise something you’ve written prior to this workshop—or you’ll start something new— and share a first draft.  Regardless of where or how you begin, ultimately you’ll be taking one of the stories of your life and deciding how to stop taking it for granted.  You’ll give greater attention to a person, place and/or event that you simply couldn’t do justice to before—maybe you never thought very deeply about it in the first place—maybe you thought too much but you’re wiser now.  The aim is to find and embrace something uniquely your own—your voice.  You will get the chance to pause and stop glossing over the moments that make us uniquely human.  It doesn’t matter what your initial motives seem to be, you will find something, say something, and share something meaningful.      
Structure:  We will plot out the 6 week session during our first session.  In other words, we’ll establish a schedule for who will email drafts of their work and when.  Each week we’ll peer-review (engage in guided discussions of) 2-3 manuscripts (which members will provide one week in advance of each meeting).  I will pose questions and give an overall talk about the quality and potential of each piece.  [If something comes up, we can accommodate; we can switch who turns in a manuscript on a certain day.]  

Additional support:  I will offer various writing prompts and suggested readings.  We will talk about our projects, motives and aims of each writer.  We may engage in brief free-writes.  We may reflect on current literary events or headlines. We will read and discuss selections from authors as they relate to our work and I will offer supplemental materials on craft.   We will engage in a comprehensive literary experience.  Writing and purposeful reading brings people together in a way that nothing else can.
<> Can’t make the workshop but you’re still interested in the possibilities for response to your work?  

<> Having a party or special occasion and you’d like to have a writing experience or a book-discussion as part of the event?
<> Would you like to discuss a retreat that features or includes a Downtown Writers’ 

Workshop?

Let’s talk about it.  Click on the contact page and send me a message.   
